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of new regulations which*"declared revenue to
be subordinate to justice/' the discarded method
having made justice entirely subordinate to
revenue, thus giving to the Native revenue officers
the power to "punish and confine " and to take
from the ryot annually all that he could pay.
Under the British regulations this mighty oppres-
sion ceased. All compulsion and restraint 011 the
free labour of the ryot were removed, and freedom
in trade, as well as in agriculture, became an
established fact. By the Eegulations enforced by
the Madras Board of Revenue, the Collectors had
the paramount duty imposed upon them of res-
training their Native subordinates and of protect-
ing the liberties of the people. Proprietary rights

0

were recognised which had not been recognised
before.

The old estates of the country were passing
away from the ancient proprietors, who, we are
told, " stood bewildered, confused, dismayed,
scarcely knowing by what strange juggle they
were suddenly, but almost imperceptibly, deprived
of their rights." Many, as their descendants

related, died of broken hearts.    Others,, incapabte
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